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We’re supporting the Armed Forces Community. We hope you can do the same!
Dear MK Parish Councils,
MKCC are proud to employ Armed Forces reservists, veterans, cadet force adult volunteers and their families. We value the skills and qualities they bring into the workplace; this is reflected in our MOD Defence Employer Recognition Scheme Gold Award, which we received in 2020. 
How did we do this?
Anyone can sign the Armed Forces Covenant. It’s a promise by the nation to those who’ve served, and their families, that they will be treated fairly. You can create your own pledges using the  downloadable template. 
You can sign it in the comfort of your own office, or why not build an event around it, inviting any employees/members with a link to the Armed Forces, as we did in October when we re-signed as a city. MKCC's Armed Forces Covenant is here which may be useful. We would be happy to support you in taking this step. We also work closely with our local Regional Employer Engagement Director, Kate Lole, who can also assist you. 
What’s next?
After signing, you are able to nominate your organisation for the Bronze award, then work towards Silver/Gold. By partnering with defence, a world of opportunity opens up to your organisation. These can include invitations to: 
1. Exclusive local/regional/national networking events with other Forces-Friendly employers
1. Military-led team building days. 
1. Days out, e.g., onboard the HMS Flagship, Queen Elisabeth II and HMS President on the River Thames.
1. Officer pass-out Parades at Royal Military Academy Sandhurst 

You can also help your organisation recruit service leavers, ex-forces, reservists and their families with free access to the Career Transition Partnership and Forces Families Jobs boards.

We celebrate events like Armed Forces Day, Reserves Day and armistice services. We’d love to work collaboratively with you and share best practice. We work closely with MKUH  who are currently Silver award holders, having started their journey a couple of years after us. 
Why do we do this?
We feel it’s the right thing to do, and we hope you will join us on our journey to supporting those who have served and their families. Please contact us at any time by emailing: armedforcesnetwork@mkuh.nhs.uk 
Kind Regards, 
Johanna Hrycak VR,  Armed Forces Covenant Project Manager,  Milton Keynes City Council
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